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family life is impossible. With the coming of children, the struggle is further intensified, and parents and children alike suffer under the excruciating handicap. In her pregnancy, the woman often works as long as she can stand, requiring every cent possible to meet the extra expense incident to her confinement. Thus she suffers from lack of much needed rest, which retards her convalescence and injures her future health, and the child is born into a hostile world with a prenatal heritage of physical underdevelopment, when, indeed, the result is not a premature birth or still-birth. Her early return to work in many instances helps to boost the excessive rate of infantile mortality, or condemns the child, if it lives, to a precarious existence as its start in life. According to Mr. Bountree's investigations in York, England, more than half of the children in the poorest section of the city are classed as "bad" in the physical sense. Their bodies are puny and feeble; many have sore eyes, hip disease, and swollen glands. Most of the girls marry young and have large families. Great numbers of the people are underfed. It has been